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	ABOUT THE UNIT

	This unit outlines the key beliefs and practices in Islam, emphasising current practice in addition to providing children with opportunities to learn about the historical foundation of the religion.

	

	WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN
	VOCABULARY
	RESOURCES

	This unit will build on any references to Islam in key stage 1, unit 5A ‘Why is Muhammad important to Muslims?’ in year 5, and unit 6D ‘What is the Qur’an and why is it important to Muslims?’ in year 6.

	In this unit children will have an opportunity to use words and phrases related to:

· Islam, e.g. the Qur’an, acts of worship, Zakah, Hajj, Sawm

· general religious terms, e.g. angel, pilgrimage

· other non-religious terms that can have religious meaning, e.g. purify, charity
	· religious artefacts, e.g. Qur’an and stand, prayer mat and compass

· calligraphy pens

· a range of texts on Islam

· texts referring to shape and pattern in Islam

	
	
	

	EXPECTATIONS

at the end of this unit

	most children will:
	retell the story of the origins of the Qur’an, and understand the role and significance of the final messenger – the prophet Muhammad; understand and recount what is involved in acts of worship

	some children will not have 
made so much progress and will:
	identify that Muslims believe in one God, Allah, and that the prophet Muhammad is his final messenger; recognise that the holy book is called the Qur’an and understand its significance for Muslims

	some children will have 
progressed further and will also:
	identify the principal beliefs, ideas and teachings of Islam; recognise the significance to believers of acts of worship; compare and contrast these features with those shared by different religions
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	NC Programme

of Study
	Learning Objectives
Children will learn:
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Links with ICT

	Knowledge, skills and understanding
Learning about religion 

1a describe the key aspects of religions, especially the people, stories and traditions that influence the beliefs and values of others 

1b describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions and understand how these stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs and teachings
1c identify and begin to describe the similarities and differences within and between religions
1d investigate the significance of religion in the local, national and global communities 
1e consider the meaning of a range of forms of religious expression, understand why they are important in religion and note links between them
1f describe and begin to understand religious and other responses to ultimate and ethical questions 

1g use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding 

1h use and interpret information about religions from a range of sources
Continued below


	Introducing the Qur’an

	
	· about the significance of the Qur’an for Muslims
	1) Ask the children to brainstorm what we mean by ‘precious’ objects. Ask them to consider how do we treat the things we regard as precious e.g. where we keep them, how would we feel if they were lost or damaged.
2) Use the Boardworks slides to introduce the idea of the Qur’an as being a precious book. Show the children a Qur’an using its stand.
3) Ask the children to look through the activity which explains how Wudu is performed. Emphasise that this is another way of showing the Qur’an respect, and shows how important the Qur’an is to Muslims.
4) Ask the children to design a leaflet explaining the purpose of Wudu.
	Qur’an and stand
	Boardworks RE
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	NC Programme

of Study
	Learning Objectives
Children will learn:
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Links with ICT

	Learning from religion 

2a reflect on what it means to belong to a faith community, communicating their own and others' responses
2b respond to the challenges of commitment both in their own lives and within religious traditions, recognising how commitment to a religion is shown in a variety of ways 

2c discuss their own and others' views of religious truth and belief, expressing their own ideas 

2d reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others' responses to them 

2e reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and others' lives
Breadth of study

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through the following areas of study: 
3b at least two other principal religions 
Continued below


	The Five Pillars of Islam

	
	· why Muslims have instructions for worship

· how Muslims show concern for others

· how Muslims care for people in the community

· that abstinence from food plays a part in religious observance
	1) Ask the children to list any rules they follow in their lives.
2) Discuss as a class whether pupils think rules are there to help is or to hold us back. Point out that many rules are for their safety, and other rules can help them learn to be a good person. Link this to the existence of rules for living within the Islamic faith and then introduce the idea of the Five Pillars of Islam as a set of rules for living:
· Shahadah – this is a declaration of faith, which is central to Islamic belief. Emphasise that the person saying the Shahadah must believe what they are saying wholeheartedly; otherwise it does not mean anything.
· Salat – this means prayer. Show the animation about prayer and ensure they are clear on which direction Muslims face during prayer, how many times they pray and at what times. Explain that prayer times are worked out according to the position of the Sun. This means that prayer times vary throughout the year, and across the country.

· Sawm – explain what fasting means and ask the children to complete the drag and drop activity showing the reasons why Muslims fast. Ask if they have ever gone without food. If so, why? What were their reasons?

Ask them to research into the festival which immediately follows the fasting period. This is called Id-ul-Fitr. Compare the feasting of Id-ul-Fitr with the fasting of Ramadan.

	
	Boardworks RE
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	NC Programme

of Study
	Learning Objectives
Children will learn:
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Links with ICT

	Themes 

3e beliefs and questions: how people's beliefs about God, the world and others impact on their lives 

3f teachings and authority: what sacred texts and other sources say about God, the world and human life 

3g worship, pilgrimage and sacred places: where, how and why people worship, including at particular sites 

3i symbols and religious expression: how religious and spiritual ideas are expressed 

3j inspirational people: figures from whom believers find inspiration 

3k religion and the individual: what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief 
3l religion, family and community: how religious families and communities practise their faith, and the contributions this makes to local life
Continued below


	Zakah (Giving Alms)

	
	· that giving money is a form of worship

· that religious beliefs have an impact on how people make choices
	1) Begin by introducing the idea of charitable giving, asking the children which charities or causes they have heard of and exploring the idea of how charitable giving might benefit both the recipients and the donor.
2) Explain that Muslims believe that as God created everything, he owns everything. Anything we have is only borrowed and any wealth we may have comes with a responsibility to share.
3) Muslims give 2.5% of their wealth to charity. Ask the children if they get any pocket money. Work out how much it adds up to over 12 months, and then work out what 2.5% of the total is.
4) Explain that the idea of Zakah is a form of purification. The word Zakah means purity and growth. Ask the children to brainstorm other words associated with purity and growth to help them understand the importance of Zakah. 
5) Discuss how Muslims view not performing Zakah as a form of stealing. Lead a class discussion on the implications of following these requirements.

- Would it be difficult or easy to follow these rules?

- How might following these rules make you a better person?


	
	Boardworks RE


	SUBJECT: RE
	THEME: How do Muslims express their beliefs through practices?
	HALF TERM: 1st Spring 2008
	CLASS 3
	Mrs McClean


	NC Programme

of Study
	Learning Objectives
Children will learn:
	Main Activities
	Resources
	Links with ICT

	Experiences and opportunities 

3o discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others 

3p considering a range of human experiences and feelings 

3q reflecting on their own and others' insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning 

3s developing the use of ICT, particularly in enhancing pupils' awareness of religions and beliefs globally.
	Hajj

	
	· that religious beliefs, ideals and feelings can be expressed in a variety of forms
	1) Explain what is meant by pilgrimage. Ask the children to consider the importance of visiting a holy place for a believer. Emphasise that pilgrimage is common in many religions; e.g. Christians travel to Jerusalem to visit the places where Jesus was born and died, Sikhs travel to India to visit the Golden Temple, and Muslims travel to Makkah to see the Ka’aba and other important places.

2) Ask the children to work in groups to consider the differences between an ordinary journey and a pilgrimage.
3) Children to examine the feelings such a pilgrim might have and record their thoughts and feelings in the form of a diary or a postcard from someone on Hajj.
4) Discuss how it might feel to visit a place that is thought to be holy. Ask:

- How might it make you feel about your religion?

- Would it make you feel closer to God?

- Would it make you want to try and be a better person?
5) Show the activity following the route of the Hajj to find out what happens at that stage of the pilgrimage.
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of Study
	Learning Objectives
Children will learn:
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	Angels

	
	· that there are some experiences which cause people to wonder and question

· what is of value and concern to Muslims

· that there are puzzling aspects to life and experience, for which people of faith provide religious answers

	1) Remind the children of the story of the angel Jibreel visiting Muhammad (pbuh). Remind them of the fact that images of angels, along with images of God and the prophets, are strictly forbidden in Islam.
2) Ask the children to draw, or simply describe, what they imagine angels to look like. 
3) Show the activity where the children can press on a star to find out about various angels in Islam.
4) Ask the children to think about how they might act differently if they thought there were angels with them all the time recording everything they did.
5) Explain that many people have had experiences which they could not explain, and have attributed these experiences to the presence of angels.

	Images of angels from different religions
	Boardworks RE

	
	Review

	
	
	Children to complete a multiple choice question activity to test their knowledge of the way in which Muslims worship.
	
	Boardworks RE
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