	Medium Term Year Group Planning Sheets


	
	Subject: Geography
	Topic:  Rivers
	Year Group: 5
	Term:     Rivers 

	
	Key Learning Objectives

Nat. Curr. Geography KS2 Thematic Studies - Rivers (Nat. Curr. refs. 7. a, b: In studying rivers and their effects on the landscape pupils should be taught:

· That rivers have sources, channels, tributaries and mouths, that they receive water from a wide area, and that most eventually flow into a lake or the sea;

 How rivers erode, transport and deposit materials, producing particular landscape features eg. valleys, waterfalls.

	week

unit
	Learning Steps
	Activities/skills
	Resources
	Organisation
	Differentiation
	Intended Outcomes/ Assessment Activities
	Cross 

Curric. Links
	I.C.T

	1


	Thematic Study – Rivers

Revision of known river terms & introduction of new river terms: mouth, source, tributary, delta etc.


	* Discuss main terms of

   rivers: what they are  

  and where found (refer 

  to Nile work);

* Watch video (2 parts) 

   showing journey of

   River Usk and terms 

   along its journey;

* Complete worksheet,

   adding correct terms  

   in labelled areas 


	‘River Flight’ video.  Worksheet for 6 river terms.


	Whole class introduction and video.  Individuals complete a worksheet.

Observation, teaching input and discussion.
	Less able children are given few and simpler river terms.  More able are encouraged complete a greater number of river terms and terms which are more difficult.
	Children show through their participation in the lesson and through their written work that they understand and can use the key river terms.
	This topic relates to the Spring Term Yr 5 History Topic on Ancient Egypt. 

Research skills
	Video on River Flight.



	2
	River investigations:

A temporary river

How pebbles become smooth
	1.  Temporary river investigation. Children investigate:

* direction of flow

* load carrying power of water

* volume of water and volume of load

* speed of water and volume of load

* deposition

* meandering

2. Pebble investigation. Children investigate:

* effect of water’s rolling and jumping action on shape and surface of pebble

* particles left and what happens to these


	Activity sheets. Buckets of water or hose pipe.  Slope. Load materials, pebbles

Digital camera/

camcorder
	Teaching input

I

Predictions, observation and discussion

I

Record

I

Plenary
	By questioning and support given.
	Children show through their discussion and investigation outcomes that they understand aspects of the processes of rivers.
	Art – sketching.
	Cam-corder & digi-camera

	week

unit
	Learning Steps
	Activities/skills
	Resources
	Organisation
	Differentiation
	Intended Outcomes/ Assessment Activities
	Cross 

Curric. Links
	I.C.T

	3


	The Water Cycle
	* What is the water

  cycle? Discuss – why

  cycle?

* Discuss terms  

   ‘evaporation’, 

   ‘condensation’, 

   ‘precipitation’.


	Worksheet of the water cycle.
	Whole class discussion

I

Teaching input

I

Individual working
	Less able grasp  idea of water cycle. More able children are encouraged to investigate extension theme  - what happens when water cycle is disrupted eg. drought, global warming.
	Children show through their participation in the lesson and through their written work that they understand the water cycle and can accurately use the terms evaporation, condensation and precipitation. 
	The locality study compares Luxor,  a hot part of the world with England.  
	Research the water cycle and its effect.

	4
	River study field trip


	The field trip covers part of the course of a local ‘brook’.  Children investigate the physical features of the river and processes eg. water speed, deposition, erosion, river course, bends, plants and vegetation.  Mapwork.  Observational drawings, photos.  Follow-up work
	Appropriate clothing. Transport.  Maps, compasses, camera, activity sheets.
	Teaching input

I

Observation,

discussion,

activities

I

Plenary
	By questioning and support given.

Mixed ability groups.
	Through discussion and work produced children show their understanding of physical features of rivers and processes.

Children demonstrate their map and compass skills.
	Links with ICT, Numeracy and Art.
	Cam-corder & digi-camera

	5
	Using and interpreting maps and plans.  (Use maps a, b, and c from the Nat. Curr. document). 


	Children extend their experience of maps through the river trip.
	Maps a, b and c of Nat. Curr. document.
	Teaching input

I

Paired work

I

Plenary
	Less able identify more obvious map features.  More able find less obvious features and use grid references and compass points.
	Children demonstrate their skill and understanding in the area of map use. 
	Numeracy – grids.
	

	6


	Main rivers of countries of the world.


	* Discuss known rivers

   of the world.  Locate

   on the atlas.  Find

   facts about length,

   location, width etc.

* Draw main rivers

   found onto world map.  

   Label.


	Atlases.  Plan map of UK
	Whole class

I

Paired atlas work

I

Individual recording
	Less able are supported to identify fewer of the main rivers of the world.  More able progress to ext. sheet on co-ordinates.  
	Children show through their work that they have developed atlas and transfer skills.  They demonstrate a knowledge of the main UK rivers.
	
	Fact finding about UK rivers.

	week

unit
	Learning Steps
	Activities/skills
	Resources
	Organisation
	Differentiation
	Intended Outcomes/ Assessment Activities
	Cross 

Curric. Links
	I.C.T

	7
	Use index/contents page of atlas to find: source/mouth of the rivers:

· Nile

· Amazon

· Indus
	* Revise skills

   developed in previous  

   atlas work – contents

   pages, index, keys

   etc.

* Locate continents

   where rivers Nile, 

  Amazon and Indus are 

  found.

* Follow river journey to

  locate source and

  mouth.  

* Record on world map

   and label river,

   source, mouth using

   key. 


	Atlas.

World map
	Whole class discussion

I

Paired locating in atlas

I

Individual recording


	Less able are given support to concentrate on one of the three rivers and identify some river features and continents.

More able may progress to a greater number of rivers.
	Children demonstrate a knowledge of continents and countries through which the Indus, Amazon and Nile pass through.  They show they are able to accurately locate the source/mouth of rivers and record correctly on a map using a key.
	This topic relates to the Spring Term Yr 5 History Topic on Ancient Egypt. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



