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	EXPECTATIONS at the end of this unit:
Most children will:

Recall some key events in the life of Buddha, understand the meaning of the festival of Wesak, begin to understand some of the Buddhist symbols, identify some main features of Buddhist belief and practice and connect some key ideas with their own experience.

Some children will not have made so much progress and will:

Know some key events about the life of Buddha, understand the meaning of the festival of Wesak, recognise some religious artifacts and link them to Buddhism and identify some aspects of their own experience. 

Some children will have progressed further and will:

Explain the importance of Buddha, understand the meaning of the festival of Wesak, explain the significance of some Buddhist beliefs and practices, make inks between their own values and experience and those of others.  They will also have a deeper understanding of some of the more complex areas of Buddhism, such as the Noble Eightfold Path.



	NC Ref
	Learning Intentions
	Success Criteria
	Activity
	Differentiation
	ICT Links

	1a
1b

1g

2a

3b

3i
	Lesson One

 BPE1 be aware that there are people in Britain practising Buddhism. 
To know about Buddha’s birth, death and enlightenment. 


	To be able to explain that there are Buddhists living in Britain.
	Concept map on the board the children’s current knowledge about Buddhism.  Children to think if they have any questions that want to be answered during the course of the topic.
Use video excerpts to teach children about the miles stones in the Buddha’s life (use video Chris made at Uni) 

Lead on to activities and discussion in response to the information given in the video.  Talk about Buddha’s birth, death, and enlightenment.  (Play video again if necessary and pause and discuss issues as they arise)

Children to make images of the fours sights (old age, sickness, death, holy man) which made Siddhartha Gautama begin his search for enlightenment. 

(Give children Buddhism glossary to use during topic)
	Support

Provide children with a grid already drawn and the four sights already written. 
Challenge

Children to think about an area of Buddhism they want to find out about (independent research).

 
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/buddhism/index.shtml 
http://www.buddhanet.net/ (teacher information)
Video of Buddha’s birth, death and enlightenment.

	1g
1h

3r
	Lesson Two
To recognise and compare different images of the Buddha.
	To create an image for the Buddha and be able to explain the reasoning for the chosen image. 
	Using posters, books and statues of the Buddha discuss the different images of the Buddha.
Discuss with the children the symbolism of mudras (the position of the Buddha’s hands)

Using clay, get the children to create their own Buddha statue using one of the mudras shown. 

Link to Art Medium Term Plan.
	Children making clay Buddhas. If they finish they can write about the symbolism of their Buddha’s mudra.  
	

	1a

1b
1g
1h

2d

3j

3k

3m


	Lesson Three
BSC1 Know that Buddhists try to follow the example of the Buddha’s life, in particular by developing awareness and compassion. 
	To design a poster which would help them to lead a happier life. 
	Talk to children about the Noble Eightfold Path.  Buddhists believe that if you follow a special code of behaviour you will find real happiness.  This code is called the Noble Eightfold Path because it has eight parts which help you think and act clearly.
Discuss with the children the eight points which Buddhists believe you should follow.  In groups get the children to order the eight points, starting with the one they think is the most important. Children to think about why they have ordered them in the way they have. 
Get the children to design a poster listing eight different ways of thinking, doing things, feeling and behaving which would help them and others lead a happier life. 
	Support
Mind map some ideas.  
Challenge

Children to use the internet to find out some more information about the Noble Eightfold Path and share with class.  
	

	1c

1g
3i

3r
	Lesson Four
To know some common symbols and signs of Buddhism. 
	To name some of the symbols and signs of Buddhism and say why they are symbolic. 
	Talk to children about some signs and symbols that they know about.  Can children remember some of the signs of Judaism from last term?
Talk to children about the following signs and symbols: Mudras, a white elephant, a bodhi tree, a lotus flower, the Buddhist dharma wheel, a stupa.

Children to match the correct image image to the correct definition and then make a lotus flower using the templates provided (children to keep these lotus flowers for later in the topic when they visit a temple)
	Support
Cut out the parts of the flower ready for the children. 
Challenge

Children to write about the symbolism of the lotus flower. 

	

	1a1g
2a

2b

2c

3g

3h

3i

3j

3r


	Lesson Five
BFF1 Know that Buddhists celebrate key events in the Buddha’s life such as his birth, death and enlightenment in festivals such as Wesak.
	To have designed and created a Wesak card. 
To know why the festival of Wesak is important for Buddhists. 
	Discuss with children what they have already learnt about Buddhism so far.  What have they found interesting? What have they found challenging?
Talk to the children about the Buddhist festival of Wesak, explain that it is a festival the celebrates the birth, death and enlightenment of Buddha on one day. 

Children to complete a worksheet on Wesak and then make a Wesak card for someone in the class. 
	Support
Children to label the picture.  
Challenge

Children to complete both parts of the /

‘background.’
(on worksheet)

	

	1a1h1g
2a

2b

3g

3k

3p

3q

3r
	Lesson Six
To know some common symbols and signs of Buddhism.
BFF1 Know that Buddhists celebrate key events in the Buddha’s life such as his birth, death and enlightenment in festivals such as Wesak.

BW02 To know that Buddhists practice meditation. 
	To have made a mandala where there is something in the middle which they value / find special to them.

To know that mandalas are used as an offering to Buddha. 


	Introduce children to the word ‘mandala’, explain that it means the word circle and it is the name given to a special circular design used by Tibetan Buddhists to help concentrate their minds as they meditate.  Tell the children the monks learn to trace extremely complicated mandalas out of coloured sand.  Also tell the children that they represent the whole universe and they are offering to the Buddha.  Mandalas are destroyed after the festival of Wesak as it is felt they have served their purpose.   Tell the children that certain colours also have special symbolism on the mandalas. 
Get the children to design their own mandalas using the template provided.  Explain that in the middle of the mandala the children should draw something which they value and which is very special to them.

Children to walk around their mandalas just like Buddhist monks would.  Children to discuss how they felt in groups and then with the rest of the class. 
	Support
Children to explain the image in the centre of their mandala. 
Challenge

To explain in detail everything on the mandala.  
	

	1a
1b

1g
2e

3f

3g

3j

3r
	Lesson Seven
To explore stories told by Buddha to explain his revelations during his enlightenment.
	To be able to retell one of the Buddhist stories. 
	Read some of the traditional Buddhist stories to the children and discuss the morals behind the stories.  Explain to the children that some of the animals in the stories are the Buddha in his past lives.
Show children a clip from the video Chris made at Uni, ‘The Hare, the Lion and the Earhquake.’ Discuss the moral behind the story.

In groups get children to read and act out their Buddhist stories.  Get the children to share them with the rest of the class. 
	Children are in mixed ability groups. 
	Video of ‘The Hare, the Lion and the Earthquake.’

	1a1b1g
2a2b3f3g3i

3j

3k

3l

3n

3r
	Lesson Eight
BPL1 To know that aspects of Buddhist practice take place in the home and that Buddhists also visit their local temple, monastery or retreat centre. 
	To experience worship in a temple.

To have an understanding of how Buddhists worship. 

To write an account about how they felt after worshipping in the temple
	Talk to children about all the signs and symbols about Buddhism they have found out about so far.  What do they already know about Buddha? What special places of worship to they know? Tell the children that Buddhists worship in a temple.  Explain to the children that they are going to re-enact a visit to the Buddhist temple and make offerings to the Buddha (offering of a lotus flower and mandala).
Show the video clip Chris made at Uni of an example visit to a Buddhist temple. 

NOTE: One child will have to wrap themselves in a sheet and act as Buddha. 

When in the temple ask questions such as ‘What is the highest thing you can see?’ ‘How do you feel?’ get one group to re-tell their Buddhist Traditional story and practice sitting quietly reflecting.

Children to write a short account about how they felt. 
	Support

Children to write bullet points about their account. 

Challenge

Children to think really carefully about how they felt, and why they felt the way they did.   
	Video of trip to temple. 

	1a

1b

1d

1g
3i
	Lesson Nine
To know some common symbols and signs of Buddhism.


	To design a symbol for Judaism using some of the knowledge they have gained during the topic. 
	Remind children about some of the common symbols and signs of Buddhism.
Assessment (1):Give children the ‘Symbols of Buddhism’ sheet and ask children to design a symbol which could be used in Buddhism and how it could be used.

Assessment (2): Have a quiz with the children about the work they have done over the topic.
	Children to all have the same assessment sheet / quiz.
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