	WHY IS MUHAMMAD IMPORTANT TO MUSLIMS?
	RE
Class 3

	ABOUT THE UNIT

	In this unit children learn about the life and teachings of Muhammad and develop their understanding of why he is significant for Muslims. They explore the idea of role models and how Muhammad provides a role model for Muslims. They explore the concept of revelation and religious experience, including the importance of quiet contemplation.

	

	WHERE THE UNIT FITS IN
	VOCABULARY
	RESOURCES

	This unit builds on previous work on dif​ferent world religions and draws on pre​vious work on sacred texts. The focus here should be on the Muslim belief that the word of Allah was revealed through Muhammad. 


	In this unit children will have an opportu​nity to use words and phrases related to:

· religious experience, e.g. revelation, holy, sacred, angel

· Islam, e.g. Qur’an, Allah, Mecca, Ka’aba, Ramadan, Hadith, Shahadah

· religious terms, e.g. prophet, idol, fasting
	· artefacts: a copy of the Qur’an, Qur’an  

stand 

· CD-ROMs

· videos 

· a range of books with stories about Muhammad

	
	
	

	EXPECTATIONS

at the end of this unit

	most children will:
	understand why Muhammad is important to Muslims; know that Muhammad is regarded as a model for all Muslims to follow; describe the different stories about Muhammad that teach Muslims about how to carry out God’s will in their daily life; identify people in their own life who are role models for themselves, and recognise other influences on their behaviour and views

	some children will not have 
made so much progress and will:
	know that Muhammad is important for Muslims and that they follow his example in their lives; be able to identify people in their own lives, whose example they try to follow

	some children will have 
progressed further and will also:
	explain the key beliefs Muslims hold about Muhammad and his role as the final messenger, including the meaning of the Shahadah; review their own values and commitments in the light of those people who belong to the faith they have studied
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	Knowledge, skills and understanding
Learning about religion 

1a describe the key aspects of religions, especially the people, stories and traditions that influence the beliefs and values of others 

1b describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions and understand how these stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs and teachings 

1d investigate the significance of religion in the local, national and global communities 

1f describe and begin to understand religious and other responses to ultimate and ethical questions 

1g use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding 

1h use and interpret information about religions from a range of sources
Learning from religion 

2b respond to the challenges of commitment both in their own lives and within religious traditions, recognising how commitment to a religion is shown in a variety of ways 

2c discuss their own and others' views of religious truth and belief, expressing their own ideas 

2d reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others' responses to them 

2e reflect on sources of inspiration in their own and others' lives

	Muhammad - the night that changed his life

	
	· To understand why Muslims call Muhammad the messenger of God
· To identify the religious beliefs about Allah, Muhammad   and the Qur’an which are expressed in the story of the revelations to Muhammad
· To recognise the impact and influence this event had on Muhammad   and all followers of Islam
· To compare their own experience of quietness for reflection with those of religious people such as Muhammad  
· To use a range of research and study skills, including ICT, to locate the life of Muhammad   in its historical and geographical context


	1) Talk about the life of Muhammad, placing him in geographical and historical context. (Muslims often write or say "Peace be upon him" when the name of the prophet is used). Read the story of the revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad. 
2) Muhammad frequently spent time alone in quiet contemplation - ask children to sit quietly and reflect on times when they have been asked to do something which they felt a bit afraid of doing. 
3) Write out the 'Shahadah' and discuss its meaning. (The Shahadah is a basic Muslim declaration of faith and is the first pillar of Islam) 

"There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah." 
4) Hand out copies of the worksheet 'The Revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad' and talk through the activity. Explain that they need to fill in who said each part of the story, and then fill in the gaps with the sentences to complete it.

Extension activities 

· Children could illustrate the story of the revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad. 

· Children could copy 'Allah' written in Arabic.

	IWB & Boardworks RE

Pictures of Muslims

Story of the revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad
Photographs of Mecca

Worksheet 1

‘The Revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad’
	IWB & Boardworks RE

Photos of Mecca & pictures of Muslims displayed on IWB
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	Breadth of study

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through the following areas of study: 
3b at least two other principal religions 
Themes 

3e beliefs and questions: how people's beliefs about God, the world and others impact on their lives 

3f teachings and authority: what sacred texts and other sources say about God, the world and human life 

3g worship, pilgrimage and sacred places: where, how and why people worship, including at particular sites 

3i symbols and religious expression: how religious and spiritual ideas are expressed 

3j inspirational people: figures from whom believers find inspiration 

3k religion and the individual: what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief 

Experiences and opportunities 

3o discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others 

3p considering a range of human experiences and feelings 

3q reflecting on their own and others' insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning 

3s developing the use of ICT, particularly in enhancing pupils' awareness of religions and beliefs globally.
	The Revelation of the Qur'an

	
	· To understand that the Qur’an is fundamental to Muslims because it is the ‘word of God’
· To make links between symbolic actions and the beliefs which underpin them
· To recognise that Muslim beliefs and practices are rooted in the Qur’an
· To know that Muslims believe the Qur’an is Allah’s final revelation and Muhammad   the final messenger

	1) Compare the Qur'an to the Bible and discuss the importance of sacred texts and why they are sacred. Explain that Muslims treat the Qur'an with great respect because they believe it to be from Allah, and every word & letter is sacred - so they cannot be changed in any way, which is why all Muslims learn Arabic in order to read and understand the Qur'an. Compare this to the various translations of the Bible and how the Bible stories originated.  
2) Discuss the way in which the Qur'an is treated in Muslim homes - with respect and often placed on a wooden stand to be read. Do we treat the Bible in the same way? Should we? Make links with the way the children and their families treat special things in their own homes.  
3) Ask children to find out the meaning of the word 'revelation'
and write an acrostic using this word.

4) Hand out copies of 'The Revelation of the Qur'an to Muhammad (2)' worksheet.  Talk through and discuss the questions. 

5) Share children’s answers on the questions and discuss differences.  Allow children time to add detail to the answers, and points they hadn't considered. 

Extension Activities 
· Children could think about the following questions and prepare answers to share with the class:

· What does it mean - Muhammad is God's messenger? What would you like to be chosen for, to do something for God?
	IWB & Boardworks RE

Qur’an and stand 

Prayer Mat

Dictionary

Worksheet 2

‘The Revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad’

Geometric designs
	IWB & Boardworks RE

Muslim Artefacts

http://www.ngfl-cymru.org.uk/vtc/ngfl/re/m_parry_carmarthenshire/arteffactau/contents%20Islam.htm
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	Stories about Muhammad

	
	· The key beliefs that Muslims hold about Muhammad  

· To recognise the importance of events in Muhammad’s life for Muslims today

· To know some of the teachings Muhammad gave
· To identify the ideas and beliefs which are expressed through the stories they study


	1) Explain that many of the things, which Muhammad did and said, were remembered and carefully recorded. The stories and sayings help Muslims to understand the Qur'an and put what it teaches into practice in their daily lives. What parallels can we find in Christianity?  

2) Display some of Muhammad's sayings in the classroom and discuss what they might mean and how they could affect the way people live their lives. 

3) Read the story 'Muhammad's Wisdom' about Muhammad and explore how the truths in the actions and words of Muhammad relate to the lives of Muslims. 

Key Questions: 

· How do you solve arguments? 

· How do you decide what is the truth?

· Use an example relevant to the children - e.g. Two pupils come into school one day arguing that the other one has lost the football over the fence.  
Discuss: 

· What would you do to solve the problem? 

· When you are arguing about a toy or a situation, how do you solve it? 

· How do you decide who is right? 

· Are some ways better than others? 

· In the story, why were the people happy with Muhammad's solution? 

· Explore the concept of working together.  

4) What are the key points that Muslim children should know about Muhammad?  

5) Discuss why most Muslims do not find pictures of human or animal forms acceptable.

Extension Activities 

· Children could research more on Islam and the customs and beliefs of Muslims using information books.
	IWB & Boardworks RE

Printouts of some of Muhammad’s ‘sayings’

The story of ‘Muhammad’s Wisdom’
	IWB & Boardworks RE
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	How do Muslims try to follow the example of Muhammad?

	
	· To compare their own experience of role models and influences on their life with those of Muslims

· To identify their own values and commitments and recognise how these affect their own behaviour

· To make links between the values and commitments of Muslims and their behaviour in daily life

· To identify some key Muslim ideas exemplified in the life of Muhammad  

	1) Muslims believe that Muhammad brought the message of Allah and that he also interpreted it in his daily life. Explore the idea of a role model using children's' own experiences.  

Compare and contrast what they have learnt about Muhammad with key people who are very important in other religions they have studied. 

What special qualities did Muhammad have? 

What are the qualities a religious leader should have? 

How are these different from the qualities of other types of leader? 

2) Discuss with the children who is influential in their lives, who they listen to and follow their guidelines, then hand out copies of 'Special people' worksheet.  

3) Allow children to share with the class the people that are influential in their lives, the things they influence and the reasons for this.

Extension Activities 

· Children could research more on Islam and the customs and beliefs of Muslims using information books.

	IWB & Boardworks RE

Worksheet ‘Special People’
	IWB & Boardworks RE
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