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Learning Objectives :

Strands Week 1

1. Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics & issues.

1. Participate in whole class debate using conventions and language of debate including standard English. 

2. Analyse & evaluate how speakers present points effectively through use of language and gesture. 

2. Make notes and discuss how note taking varies depending on context and purpose.

6. Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proof-read & correct. 7. Understand how writers use different structures to create coherence & impact.  

7. Understand underlying themes and causes.

7. Appraise a text quickly deciding on its value quality or usefulness.

8. Read extensively and discuss personal reading with others including in reading groups. 

8. Sustain engagement with longer texts using different techniques to make the text come alive.

9. Use different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader. 

10. Use varied structures to shape text (present and past tense).
 11. Use punctuation to clarify meaning in complex sentences.

Strands Week 2

1. Use the techniques of dialogic talk to explore ideas, topics & issues.

6. Use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proof-read & correct spelling in their own work on paper.

7. Explore how word meanings change with context.

7. Understand underlying themes and causes.

8. Read extensively and discuss personal reading with others including in reading groups.

8. Sustain engagement with longer texts using different techniques to make the text come alive.

9. Select words and language drawing on their knowledge of literary features and formal and informal writing.

9. Use different techniques to engage and entertain the reader.  

10. Use paragraphs to achieve pace and emphasis.
11. Use punctuation to clarify meaning.

12. Use different styles of handwriting for different purposes.

12. Use ICT programs to present text effectively.

This unit features uses many extracts from the Harry Potter books and films – Rowling uses lots of different Flashback techniques and many children are familiar with Harry Potter and the general setting/story from films. It would be beneficial to have read some of the start of Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone beforehand.  This unit is reliant on having access to most of the Harry Potter books, videos and or Audio Books.
	
	Introduction   Whole Class

Text/Speaking/Listening/Word/Sentence
	Independent / group tasks


	Plenary


	 Learning Outcomes
	Evaluation

	
	
	SEN
	BA
	A
	
	
	

	Week 1 Monday
	LO: I can understand how writers use different structures in their work. 
Discuss Harry Potter – who has read the books, seen the films, etc? If possible, listen with the chn to Stephen Fry reading the first chapter of The Goblet of Fire – or read it to them yourself. Then read the first 2 pages of Chapter 2. Discuss what they have heard. Harry Potter is in his bedroom in Privet Drive. He is dreaming. Some of the first chapter is what he dreamt. Return to beginning of first chapter, where Rowling describes what happened 50 years earlier, when the Riddle’s are mysteriously killed. Write FLASHBACK on f/c. Discuss what this is, take suggestions. Explain that it is a narrative device which film-makers, TV programme directors and writers use. It allows them to go back in time and describe something that happened at a period before the ‘now’ of the story.  
	Chn work in groups of 4/5 – they discuss the use of Flashbacks in films, TV programmes, and books they have read. Between them they try to come up with as many examples as possible, which group can generate the longest list? Only if necessary, provide a few familiar examples (plan resources) to stimulate the chn’s thoughts. In each case how do we know that the character is having a flashback? – Wavy lines, black and white images, soft focus etc. 
	Take feedback and create a list for a ‘working wall’ display on Flashbacks. How many films, TV programmes, books, can we add to the list over next 2 weeks? Encourage chn to discuss flashbacks with adults at home. Can they think of any appropriate examples? 
	Children can:

1. Discuss ideas in a group, making contributions & listening to others.

2. Understand the term ‘flashback’ and its usefulness to writers and film makers. 
	

	Week 1 Tuesday
	Read or listen to Stephen Fry reading, the start of Chapter 2 of Book 1, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.  Discuss use of Flashback here. When is the beginning of this part of the story set? Harry is waiting for his eleventh birthday. Discuss the incidents we learn about when Harry was little. These are provided as flashbacks, i.e. little stories or events set BEFORE the time of the story. The incident at the Zoo when Harry lets the snake escape is an example of Flashback. Explain to chn that there are many ways of providing flashback information. Start to list these on f/c: Dreams (as in the start of Book 4), Memories (book 1), Diaries (some chn may know about Tom Riddle’s diary in HP Book 2 Chamber of Secrets), Time-travel devices, Magic…etc. Look again at the list created in the previous session. Can chn add any further examples? Identify each flashback as one of the above types. 
	Provide chn with excerpts from the start of Harry Potter Book 1 (plan resources). Ask them to identify those that are happening in the ‘now’ of the story when Harry is 11, and those that are flashback memories. Ask them to write a short paragraph explaining why it s necessary for the author to use memories at the start of the book (to give information, to help us understand the character of Harry Potter, to lead up to the discovery that he is a wizard…). 
	Choose different chn to read their paragraph describing why its necessary for Rowling to use memories – gives us a clearer picture of the history of a character, enables us to fast forward to the now but informs us of significant events in the past, Rowling uses memories to remind us of previous events for people who may have forgotten or not read earlier books.  
	Children can:

1. Describe in their own words why the flashback can be a useful device for writers like J.K. Rowling.

2. Understand that flashbacks can be written into stories in different ways.
	

	Week 1 Wednesday
	Return to the work chn did in the previous session. Agree and note on f/c the function of these ‘flashback’ types. 

1. Provides necessary information, 

2. Gives us insight into the main character. 

3. Elaborates the setting. 

Discuss why Rowling does not describe Harry’s childhood in detailed chronological order, from the moment when he is left by Dumbledore on the doorstep through his childhood at the Dursley’s. (It would take too long, it is not really what the book is about, the start of the story has to be Harry’s discovery that he is a wizard, we want to get into the wizarding community as quickly as possible.) 

Read the extract from Book 3, Chapter 9, from “But something odd was happening. An eerie silence was falling…” up to “Harry knew no more.” Discuss the effect of the Dementors on Harry – read the (short) part in Chapter 10 where Lupin explains the Dementors to Harry (“Dementors are among the foulest creatures that walk this earth…” pg 140 ). Explain that Rowling uses the Dementors as another flashback device - We see, through Harry, what happened when his parents died. But we do not see it as Harry describing it in the past, but rather as if he is re-living it. Point out that the action of Voldemort killing James and Lily is described as if it is happening now - All the speech is written in the present tense as actual dialogue… Rehearse differences between present and past tense: “It is very dark and I am scared.” and not “It was very dark and I was scared.”
	SEN group should be supported by an adult helping them to record their memory.  TD
BA/A

Ask chn to write down their own earliest memory. They should be given 5-10 minutes to sit quietly to carefully think about this memory. It can be happy, sad, scary or humorous but it must be real and memorable. Then they should be given sufficient time to write it as a flashback. Writing it as if it is happening now and not in the past. Remind chn to use present tense verbs – “I am running as fast as I physically can” rather than “I ran as fast as I physically could.”  Allow chn as much time as possible for their writing. 
	Invite chn to share short extracts from their written flashback memories. Ask chn listening to check for consistency of tense, it’s easy to slip back into the past tense! What is the overall effect on the reader/listener of this insight into the past? – Sadness, happiness, shock, surprise etc.
	Children can:

1. Think and then write about a memory they have of the past.

2. Use and maintain the use of present tense verbs to describe events as if they are taking place now.

3. Share a memory with the class in the form of a flashback.
	


	
	Introduction   Whole Class

Text/Speaking/Listening/Word/Sentence
	Independent / group tasks
	Plenary


	Outcomes
	Evaluation

	
	
	SEN
	BA
	A
	
	
	

	Week 1 Thursday
	Recap the different flashback types identified in 2nd session for delivering flashback sequences in narrative. Explain that another device used by JK Rowling is that of the Pensieve. This is introduced in Book 4. Ask if any chn know what this is and encourage them to explain, see plan resources for full description. Start to read, or listen to Stephen Fry reading, the description of the Pensieve in Chapter 30 Read from bottom of page 518 to “Dumbledore shook his head” on page 519. Discuss how the author’s invention of the Pensieve is yet another device that enables her to use Flashbacks and to give information from the past which either (i) tells about events which happened or else (ii) illuminate characters or both. Interestingly it is a device used in all the following HP books.
	Chn work in small mixed-ability groups of 3-4 to read the rest of Chapter 30 of The Goblet of Fire. This is the chapter which introduces the Pensieve. (Make sure there is at least one good reader in each group – chn can either take turns to read aloud or listen to one reader.) Ask each group to make a list (one child can scribe) of the information that is given through the use of this device. They should also decide which parts are giving information about events, and which parts are giving information about characters and note both of these.  .
	Take feedback from each group, collating information to create a composite list of the things we discover through the Pensieve. How useful to Rowling is this device? What does it enable her to do? (Give us information about events that occurred previously, understand some characters better, position Harry as more knowledgeable in the present, enable certain events to occur now.)
	Children can:

1. Work together to make a list of key points from their reading. 

2. Understand that writers use a variety of devices to include flashbacks in their writing.
	

	Week 1 Friday
	Watch the scenes featuring the Pensieve on DVD of the film The Goblet of Fire. Discuss with chn whether they thought this scene was better in the book or film. Which did they enjoy more? Ask chn to give clear reasons for their opinions. Thinking of The Goblet of Fire ask chn who have read and also watched their opinions on both. Discuss differences between the film adaptation and the book – film is MUCH shorter needs to fit in with cinema schedules etc so things have to be left out, characters are visible as are the settings (Hogwarts, trial chamber, etc). What role might audio books have?
	Chn mount an argument for their preferred media of a Harry Potter story. They should enumerate points in favour of either reading the book or listening to the Stephen Fry audio, or watching the film. They should take into account points against their chosen media that might be raised by other chn and come up with counter arguments. TD as appropriate.  
	Stage a short debate, nominate one of the chn to act as chairperson. Culminate with a class vote. Use ICT or Numeracy sessions to create graphs and charts of the data.   
 Homework: 
Over the weekend, chn can be asked to talk to an adult (parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle or friend…) about a memory that adult has about the time when they were at secondary school. The memory can be at school, home or on holiday but it must be a substantial memory, involving something happening (an incident) and lots of dialogue (speech), e.g. they were pinching apples and got caught…!!!
	Children can:

1. Express a preference giving clear reasons for their opinion.

2. Consider counter elements to their point of view. 
	


	
	Introduction   Whole Class

Text/Speaking/Listening/Word/Sentence
	Independent group activities
	Plenary
	Outcomes
	Evaluation

	
	
	SEN
	BA
	A
	
	
	

	Week 2 Monday
	Main focus: Turn dialogue in to reported speech. 

Explain that this week chn are going to write their own Pensieve memory. However, it will be very different from the memory they invented after reading about the Dementors. Read The Order of the Phoenix chapter 28 ‘Snape’s Worst Memory’ from where Harry decides to go into the Pensieve (page 563) up to the part where the kids all leave the exam (page 566). Discuss differences between Snape’s memory here and those Harry saw in Dumbledore’s Pensieve - Snape’s memory is personal. It is about things that happened to him at school. When Harry sees this, he sees his parents operating as ordinary teenagers. He sees a chunk of ‘ordinary daily life’ rather than a trial or a special event. Remind chn that a Flashback is used in narrative to provide information about what happened in the past as if it were now – Dialogue is given as direct speech and is all written in present tense. Remind chn that a simple recount of the past would describe what happened using past tense and giving dialogue as reported speech. Model turning the first piece of dialogue in Snape’s memory into a recount making use of reported speech.
	Provide photocopies of Snape’s Pensieve memory of the events beside the lake for chn (page 567 - 573). Chn work with a talking partner to go through this part of the memory and describe what happened and all the dialogue as a recount, turning the dialogue into reported speech. They should describe what happened and what was said.
	Discuss why Rowling wants Harry to see his parents and his teacher (Snape) as they were during a chunk of ordinary life at school. What does she want Harry to learn about his parents? What is the purpose of this Flashback?
	Children can:

1. Discuss the flashback in their given text and record it as a recount.

2. Understand differences between direct and reported speech. 
	

	
	Remind chn of homework - they will need to have a really good memory as described by an adult they are close to. They will be using this to write a ‘Pensieve Flashback!’
	

	Week 2 Tuesday
	Main focus: Write a narrative recount. 
Rehearse with chn the differences between a Flashback and a simple recount. Flashback: written as if we are present in the past, and using direct speech. Recount: as if describing something where we were not there, using past tense and reported speech. Discuss the memories that the children chatted about at home over the weekend for homework. Ask chn to imagine that they are seeing the memory that the adult described. What was that person like then? What was their home or school like? (Relate this to the setting of the memory.) Can chn imagine what the adult’s friends might have been like? Explain that chn will plan to fall into a Pensieve containing the memory of that adult they have spoken to, otherwise they will have to invent a memory! Stress that to a certain extent, chn are making up this ‘memory’ – it has not got to be ‘true’ but it does have to be realistic! They must use their knowledge of the adult NOW, plus the account the adult gave them, to create a flashback revealing the adult as they were THEN (i.e. at the age of the memory).   
Use Leighs memory
	Chn work individually in groups of 5/6 to plan a Pensieve memory for someone they know well as an adult. They have to create a Pensieve memory for that person and their friends at the age when they were at school. If possible they use an incident that the person described – although they may ‘embroider’ it if they wish! They should be as imaginative as possible, and should use their knowledge of what the adult is like to help them imagine and invent an incident in that adult’s past. Today they are thinking of the memory and writing this as a short recount, using past tense and reported speech. 
	
	Children can:

1. Create a short recount of events that have been discussed with an adult.

2. Record details of actual events and use imagination to add interest. 
	Brilliant lesson. Deviated from plan slightly. Kids were captured by Leigh’s memory which I used as my homework for the lesson. We spent the lesson wrting the start of Leigh’s story as chn were unsure of how to do their own.  Good modelling example, JRW.
Great work see books. Worked on whiteboards which they seem to respond well to. Good to know.

	Week 2 Wednesday
	Main focus: Plan a flashback memory in the style of a given text. 

Enlarge and discuss some confident chn’s recounts. Remind chn of the differences between a simple recount of what happened in the past and a Flashback. Using the device of the Pensieve, we are going to write the memory as a Flashback – using direct speech, as if it were happening NOW – or as if we were there watching at the time. Explain that today we shall focus on the setting for the memory. Where is the memory set? How can we describe the setting? What are the differences between this same setting today and how it was at the time of the memory? Explain to chn that they will need to describe these differences carefully so that the reader realises that they have been dropped into the past!  
	Chn continue to work individually in groups of 5/6 to write their Pensieve memory for their chosen adult. They use their recount as the basis, but now start to plan their Pensieve memory. Explain that today they will focus on the setting – how is it different from today? What details will they need to describe to show that we have dropped into the past? Chn begin their Pensieve memory by describing the setting. TD
	Choose a couple of chn to read their description of the setting for their Pensieve memory.
	Children can:

1. Describe a setting in sufficient detail to interest the reader. 
	

	Week 2 Thursday
	Main focus: Write dialogue in a flashback memory.

Explain that in this session they will be focussing on dialogue – the things that the people in the memory said to each other. Remind chn that this all needs to be written as direct speech and not reported speech – rehearse the differences. Model using one of the chn’s enlarged recounts to start this process. Stress that there will be a great deal of dialogue and that the things that people said at the time are important parts of the memory. The things that people said can add the humour to a situation or give the reader the full picture and make the memory come alive! – Painting pictures with words! Model writing some direct speech examples taken from the memories focusing on the correct use of punctuation. 
	Chn continue writing their Pensieve memories, but start by correcting any punctuation errors for any speech they have already included. Create a checklist for the punctuation and layout of direct speech on the f/c for chn to use as they write. Chn should also think about how things might have been said to make their memory sound authentic.   TD with SEN
	Choose diff chn to read out some particularly good sections of dialogue as inspiration. Highlight examples of where emphasis is given to the way that things are said – use of capitals, dialects maybe even old fashioned words and phrases for effect.  
	Children can:

1. Punctuate direct speech correctly. 

2. Use words other than said to say how things are/ were said. 
	

	Week 2 Friday
	Main focus: Write a flashback memory in style of a given text. 

Tell the chn that today they are going to complete the writing of their flashback memory. With the child’s permission take a look at a recount that is considered almost finished. Model how to scour it for errors and possible areas to improve. Have the rules for punctuation of direct been followed? Where is there potential for adventurous word choices to be made? Has the setting been described in sufficient detail to make the memory come alive? What details have been included by the writer to make it clear that we are travelling back in time? – A flashback!
	Complete their Pensieve memory before re-reading their own writing for sense, punctuation and spellings. Allow chn to share their flashbacks with others in their group, encourage peer feedback 
	Allow chn to take a copy of their memory home to share with the person whose memory it is. What do they think? Do they approve of the embellishments and the chd’s version of events?  
	Children can:

1. Produce a final version of their flashback.

2. Use a variety of techniques to edit their own work. 
	

	
	

	Formative Assessment
	· Understand the term ‘Flashback’ and the usefulness of this device to writers and film makers.

· Describe in an appropriate style why the flashback is such a useful device for J.K. Rowling.

· Understand that writers use a variety of devices to include flashbacks in their writing.

· Think and then write about a memory they have.

· Use and maintain the use of present tense verbs to describe past events as if they are taking place now.
· Turn direct speech into recorded speech.

· Produce a final version of their flashback.

· Punctuate direct speech correctly

	Key

Vocabulary
	Pensieve, present tense / past tense, summary, flashback, descriptions, adjectives, adverbs, direct and reported speech


Scroll down for Success Criteria and book & multimedia lists

Success criteria for the block – these should be selected & adjusted to match the specific needs of the class being taught.

	Easy
	Medium
	Hard

	· Understand the term ‘Flashback’ and how useful this device can be. 

· Describe in their own words why the flashback is such a useful device for J.K. Rowling.

· Understand that writers use a variety of devices to include flashbacks in their writing.

· Think and write about a memory they have.

· Use present tense verbs to describe past events as if they are taking place now.

· Share their memory with the class. 

· Understand that flashbacks tend to be present tense, rather than past tense. 

· Understand the difference between direct speech and recorded speech.

· With support, work together to list key points from their reading. 

· Express a preference, giving reasons for their opinion.

· Create a short recount of events.

· Record some details of actual events. 

· Describe a setting in sufficient detail to interest the reader.

· With support, punctuate direct speech correctly. 

· Use several synonyms for ‘said’.

· Produce a final version of their flashback.

· Use a variety of techniques to edit their own work.
	· Understand the term ‘Flashback’ and the usefulness of this device to writers and film makers.

· Describe in their own words why the flashback is such a useful device for J.K. Rowling.

· Understand that writers use a variety of devices to include flashbacks in their writing.

· Think and then write about a memory they have.

· Share their memory with the class in the form of a flashback. 

· Understand that flashbacks tend to be present tense, rather than past tense, and recognise the difference. 

· Turn direct speech into recorded speech.

· Understand that flashbacks tend to use direct speech rather than recorded speech and why. 

· Work together to make a list of key points from their reading. 

· Express a preference giving clear reasons for their opinion and consider counter arguments.

· Create a short recount of events.

· Record details of actual events, using imagination to add interest.

· Describe a setting in sufficient detail to interest the reader.

· Punctuate direct speech correctly. 

· Use a variety of synonyms for ‘said’.

· Produce a final version of their flashback.

· Use a variety of techniques to edit their own work.
	· Understand the term ‘Flashback’ and the usefulness of this device to writers and film makers.

· Describe in an appropriate style why the flashback is such a useful device for J.K. Rowling.

· Understand that writers use a variety of devices to include flashbacks in their writing.

· Think and then write about a memory they have.

· Maintain use of present tense verbs to describe past events as if they are taking place now.

· Share a complex memory with the class in the form of a flashback. 

· Understand that flashbacks tend to be present tense, rather than past tense, and recognise the difference. 

· Turn direct speech into recorded speech.

· Understand that flashbacks tend to use direct speech rather than recorded speech and why. 

· Work together to make an accurate and succinct list of key points from their reading. 

· Express a preference giving well-argued reasons for their opinion and consider counter arguments.

· Create a short recount of events.

· Record details of actual events, using imagination to add interest.

· Describe a setting in sufficient detail to interest the reader.

· Punctuate direct speech correctly. 

· Use a variety of synonyms for ‘said’.

· Produce a final version of their flashback.

· Use a variety of techniques to edit their own work.


Book List

Harry Potter Books – extracts from 

The Philosophers Stone by J.K. Rowling. Bloomsbury Press (ISBN 0747532745)

The Prisoner of Azkaban by J.K. Rowling. Bloomsbury Press (ISBN 0747546290)

The Goblet of Fire by J.K. Rowling. Bloomsbury Press (ISBN 074754624)

The Order of the Phoenix by J.K. Rowling. Bloomsbury Press (ISBN 0747561079)

Multimedia

Audio CD Stephen Fry reading Harry Potter Book 4 The Goblet of Fire (Can be rented…)

Harry Potter DVD The Goblet of Fire (Book 4) (Can be rented)

Audio Stephen Fry Harry Potter books would be GREAT for chn to listen to!




