Topic: Space
Year  5/6

Cycle 2





	Subject Link
	Objectives
	Activities
	Vocabulary
	Outcomes
	Resources
	NC Links

	
	 to use BC and AD appropriately

how the Aztec civilisation relates to other historical periods and to the chronology of world history

	Discuss timeline. Ask pupils whether they can relate

this to any other periods they have studied – give prompts if needed – before or after Victorians? Ancient Greeks? Ancient Egyptians? Tudors? (Try to get pupils to

suggest approximate dates without reference to their books). (Chronology element). Make the point that the Aztec empire actually began around 1300. Give out books
and ask pupils to leave one page blank for title page.

Pupils copy timeline 1300 – 2007. One line equals 50 years. 

In atlas, find Central America on world map. Look at continent map and identify Mexico. Give out maps and identify Mexico on these. Pupils stick maps in books.


	ancient, BC, AD, century

	locate Mexico on a map 

· use BC and AD correctly

· sequence the historical periods they know from the Aztec civilisation to present day


	maps of the world, Aztec civilisation,

Tenochtitlan;

• information on the Aztec civilisation


	

	
	to observe objects in detail

• to make inferences

• to record these inferences

• to make observational

drawings of artefacts

• to introduce new

vocabulary.


	Show the children pictures or replicas of a number of Aztec objects. Provide questions to encourage the children to observe the objects carefully and to guide group discussions about them. Ask groups to report back to the class. Discuss the questions, 'What do the objects tell us about Aztec life?' and ‘What do objects not tell us?'

Link with aspects of literacy. The children write brief sentences to record their conclusions, perhaps in the form of descriptive writing.


	archaeologist,

museum, evidence

	observe and discuss objects in detail

• make inferences and

deductions from objects

• record these inferences

• learn new vocabulary.


	
	

	
	to make deductions about

life in the past from pictures

and plans of Tenochtitlán

• about how the city came to

be built

• how much life in the capital

depended on tribute.


	Give the children pictures and ground plans of Tenochtitlán, the Aztec capital city. Tell them the story of the Aztec creation myth. The story will provide more information about possible reasons why the Aztecs

decided to settle where they did, and about the disadvantages of the area. Discuss with the class how the island in take Texcoco, although snake-infested, would have provided a refuge for the Aztecs when they were a nomadic people, and how agriculture in the floating gardens' provided many of their foodstuffs. Discuss also how life became more

difficult as the population expanded, and how the Aztecs came to depend on tribute from their empire for food and raw materials.

Ask them to complete a grid with two headings: 'Reasons why the Aztecs

might have chosen to live here' and 'Reasons why the Aztecs might not have preferred to live here.'


	pictograms,

ideograms glyphs, temples,

causeway

	extract information about

Tenochtitlán from pictures

and plans

• extract information from a story

• provide answers that show the relationship between the location and topography of Tenochtitlán and the way of life of the Aztecs.


	
	

	
	That pupils will find out about Aztec houses for poor people.

That they will draw and label a diagram of a house.


	Look at diagrams of an Aztec house. Ask pupils how these are different from their own houses

(comparing between cultures) and why this is. List all features on board:

Walls of mud and stone.

Thatched roof.

Broom for sweeping.

Digging stick.

Mud floor.

Open fire.

Storage bins for food.

Handmade pots.

Water jar.

Straw mat.

Hearth god.

Draw diagram, then write an explanation of  many of the features 


	
	
	Folens p40-41 and Ginn p26
	

	
	to make deductions about

life in the past from pictures

and drawings of Aztec men,

women and children

• how the Aztecs were skilled

in many crafts

• to record their observations

in sentences.


	Give the children pictures of men, women and children, and also of priests, warriors and the emperor. Consider how status was shown in the type of dress worn. Ask the children to look carefully at the way items of dress were made and the materials used to make them.

Link with literacy. During a shared writing time, write sentences about the

observations the children have been able to make.


	
	observe closely the way

Aztecs from different levels of society dressed

• begin to understand how

Aztec costumes were made and the materials they were made from

• record in sentences their

observations.


	
	

	
	To compare the roles of men and women
	Provide the children with information on the lives of Aztec men and women. Children compare and contrast.
	
	
	
	

	
	To investigate the cycle of life for Aztecs.
	Discuss how their lives were centred around religious ceremonies. Discuss what rituals they had at birth and death.
	
	
	British museum information pack
	

	
	That pupils will understand that the Aztecs used glyphs.

That they will design their own Aztec style glyphs.


	Look at Ginn p35. Explain that the Aztecs used these signs instead of writing and that these are called glyphs. Ask pupils if they know of any other cultures which used pictures for writing (links between cultures) and compare these with Egyptian hieroglyphics.

Look at Folens p19. Explain that tribes conquered in battle by the Aztecs had to pay taxes to the emperor, Montezuma. These taxes were recorded in glyphs.

Ask pupils to find on the picture a feathered shield, a battledress for a soldier, beads, a bunch of quetzal feathers (remind pupils that these were highly prized) a bag of beans, a sack of chilli peppers. How many bags of beans were sent? How many bundles of feathers? What do you think the feathers were used for?

Give out Aztec Writing sheet for pupils to look at. Explain that the Aztecs sometimes put two or three glyphs together, as on p35 of Ginn book. Show on board – Quauhtitlan – Quauilt = tree, titlan = teeth, so they would draw a tree with teeth. In History books, pupils choose 3 Aztec glyphs to copy and label. Then they try to draw their own glyphs for place names listed on board. Give example of Barking – they could draw an iron bar and a king.

Places: Dartmouth, Bath, Braintree, Gateshead, Hertford, Rugby, Liverpool.


	
	
	Aztec Writing sheet, Ginn book; Folens book.


	

	
	To find out about the Mesoamerican number system. To use the Mesoamerican number system.
	Discuss with the children how we have found out about the Aztecs. Explain that historians have also used writings to find out about the number system they used. Look at the symbols and what they represented. 
Record in books. Have a go at doing sums using the number system. 
	
	
	
	

	
	about the range of sources

which have survived from

the Aztec period

• that what we know about

the past is dependent on

what has survived

• to list what they have

learned from the sources

and say how the source is

useful


	Give the children a range of sources, eg photographs of architecture,

examples of Aztec art, codices, artefacts, Spanish texts.

Ask the children to list what they can learn from these different sources and discuss why these sources have survived. Finally, ask the children to evaluate them.


	archaeologist,

museum, evidence

	ask and answer questions

about what has survived

from Aztec times

• begin to evaluate at a

simple level a range of

sources in terms of how

much they reveal about the past

• list what they have learned from the sources.


	
	

	
	about Aztec pyramids and

deities

• to use sources of

information in ways which

go beyond simple

observation

• to write labels and captions

based on their own

research.


	Give the children information about Aztec beliefs, religious rites and gods. Link with ICT. Ask the children to select pictures of objects from books and the internet to provide evidence about Aztec beliefs.

Ask them to draw the objects and label them showing what the object might tell us, eg an idol - the Aztecs believed in many different gods.

Link with literacy. Ask the children to create a museum by selecting pictures about Aztec beliefs and gods by producing interesting captions for the audience to read.

	
	select pictures about Aztec beliefs

• create a museum display about Aztec beliefs and

gods

• write labels and captions

based on their own

research.


	
	

	History

2 lessons plus h/w
	That pupils will use sources of information to answer questions. (Using sources)

That they will present their information in a way which is interesting to others.


	Explain that the Aztecs worshipped many Gods, each representing an aspect of everyday life. Look at picture of statue of Coatlicue on page 28 of Ginn, and mask of

Sun God on p20 of Folens book. Explain to pupils that they will have two lessons and one homework to research one of

these Aztec Gods. They should produce a brief written description of the God, explaining their name, and what they were the God of. They need to produce an

illustration which then will be a mask (using the mosaic technique used by the Aztecs -

Gods:

Chalchiuhtlicue

Quetzalcoatl

Tezcatlipoca

Tlacloc

Xihtecutil

Chicomecoatl

Mictecacihuatl


	
	
	Sheets on the gods (in various support photocopiable books – Ginn, Folens,

Scholastic), Ginn and Folens textbooks.


	

	Art

History

3 lessons
	how to create their own versions of Aztec objects,

such as

masks using

a variety of media


	Use their piece of work on gods to produce a mask from clay. Use Aztec style to decorate.
	
	make their own versions of Aztec objects and clothes

• begin to appreciate the

skills of Aztec craftsmen


	
	

	
	about the Aztec defeat at

the hands of the Spanish

conquistadors

• that poetry was used by the

Aztecs to describe their

feelings

• to write descriptive words

and phrases to describe

their own feelings as they

listen to the poems

• to recreate the past using

drama/role play.


	Tell the children the story of the Spanish conquest and in particular, about the meeting between Cortes and Moctehozuma.

Read the poem 'Flowers and songs of sorrow' to the children and ask them what it tells us about the feelings of the Aztecs at the time.

Link with literacy. The children write down descriptive words and phrases to describe their own feelings.

Ask the children to use drama/role play to recreate some of the scenes of the Aztec defeat using costumes and artefacts they produced earlier. They could also include extracts from the poem and music for effect.


	
	understand the key events

in the defeat of the Aztecs

• begin to appreciate the

usefulness of Aztec poetry

for finding out about the

past

• write descriptive words and

phrases

• use drama/role play to

recreate the past.


	
	

	
	about differing

interpretations of the

conquest of the Aztecs

• that historical accounts can

be based on different

views.

• be critical of the evidence that we have, eg the Spanish texts as a source of information

about the Aztecs.

	Give each half of the class a short extract to read and discuss: one taken

from an Aztec account of the conquest and the other an extract from a

Spanish account. Links with literacy. Ask the children to note the key points in each account and then report back to the class.

Discuss the different views of the conquest and how historians' accounts

can differ depending on the sources they use.


	
	read and discuss different

interpretations of a past

event in Aztec times

• note key points from each

account

• infer different points of view

that can be derived from

sources on the conquest of

the Aztecs.


	
	

	
	To discuss who are the most significant emperors and why


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Visit the mexico gallery at the british museum.
	
	
	
	


http://www.learning-connections.co.uk/curric/cur_pri/aztecs/hands.html

http://www.icteachers.co.uk/resources/history/aztecs.pdf

http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/index.php?one=azt
